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Double-Λ Hypernuclei
“Nagara” event; ΛΛ6He 

Uniquely identified 

∆BΛΛ=0.67±0.17 MeV 

smaller than before (~4 MeV)

H. Takahashi et al., PRL87, (2001) 212502.

KEK E373

J.K. Ahn et al., PRC 88 (2013) 014003.



Double-Λ predicted by 
Hiyama
108c E. Hiyama et al. / Nuclear Physics A 754 (2005) 103c–109c

Fig. 3. Calculated energy levels of A = 7–10 double Λ hypernuclei.

ground state of double Λ hypernuclei, the spin-averaged value B̄Λ of a spin-doublet BΛ

values has to be used. The spin-averaged "B̄ΛΛ is then defined by [8,10]
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)
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In Fig. 4, the solid bars illustrate "B̄ΛΛ. Though "B̄ΛΛ is free from the effect of

the ΛN spin–spin interaction, its magnitude for A = 7–10 deviates significantly from

"B̄ΛΛ( 6
ΛΛHe) = 1.01 MeV. The deviation comes from the effect of the dynamical change

in the core-nucleus structure due to the interaction of the Λ hyperons, and turns out to be

a maximum in the case of 10
ΛΛBe. We emphasize that, even if one employs "B̄ΛΛ, it is im-

possible to extract any constant value of the ΛΛ bond energy from Fig. 4 in which "B̄ΛΛ

scatters in a range of a factor of 2.

4. Summary

We have carried out structure calculation for A = 7–10 double Λ hypernuclei within

the framework of an α + x + Λ + Λ four-body model, where x = 0, n,p, d, t, 3He and α,

respectively. Here, the two-body interactions of α–x, Λ–x and Λ–Λ well reproduce the

observed binding energies of Λ–x systems and α + x + Λ systems. In 10
ΛΛBe, it is striking

that the calculated BΛΛ of the 2
+ excited state agree with the observed value. We therefore,

interpret this event as the observation of the 2+ state. This agreement suggests that our

E. Hiyama et al. / Nuclear Physics A 754 (2005) 103c–109c 109c

Fig. 4. Calculated values of !B̄ΛΛ.

systematic calculations are predictive. In the future, J-PARC and GSI facilities, we hope to

observe many states of many double Λ hypernuclei.
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Ξ-Nucleus potential ?
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Experimental situations before 1990
Ξ-’s binding energy
8
ΞHe: 5.9 ± 1.2 MeV[1]

11
ΞB: 9.2 ± 2.2 MeV[2]

13
ΞC: 18.1 ± 3.2MeV[3]

15
ΞC: 16.0 ± 4.7MeV [4]

17
ΞO: 16.0 ± 5.5 MeV[4]

28
ΞAl: 23.2 ± 6.8 MeV [4]

[1]D.H.Wilkinson et al., PRL 3 (1959)8
[2]J.Catala et al., Proc. Int. Conf. on Hypernuclear Physics, 
Argonne, Illinois vol.2, p.758 (1969)
[3]A.S.Mondal et al., Nuovo Cimento 54A(1979)3
[4]A.Beckdolff et al., PL26B(1968)3

𝑉𝑉0Ξ = 24 ± 4 MeV (𝑟𝑟0 = 1.1 fm)
𝑉𝑉0Ξ = 21 ± 4 MeV (𝑟𝑟0 = 1.25 fm)

C.B.Dover and A.Gal (1983)

𝑉𝑉0Ξ = 22MeV
G.A.Lalazissis et al. (1989)



KEK E224
Counter experiment at KEK

1. Differential cross section (EΞ<7 MeV) 
comparison with theory

2. Distribution shape analysis.

T.Fukuda et al., PRC 58 (1998) 2 

( The direct measurement in the missing mass spectrum. )

FWHM ≅ 22 MeV

Bound region

12C(K-,K+)12
ΞBe

210 ± 70 nb/sr
(EΞ < 7 MeV)

𝑉𝑉0Ξ < 20 MeV
Consistent with KEK E176 !!

KEK E224



BNL E885

P.Khaustov et al., PRC61(2000)054603

12C (K-, K+)

ΔMexp = 14 MeV 

       (F
WHM)

not clear evidence of Ξ-
hypernuclear bound state. 

because of limited mass 
resolution 

suggest weakly attractive 
potential of -14 MeV depth. 

by shape analysis and 
counts in bound region, 
compared with DWIA calc. 

89±14 nb/sr (<8deg.); 42±5 
nb/sr (<14deg.)



BNL E885

P.Khaustov et al,  
PRC61(2000)0546 

PK=1.8 GeV/c 
ΔM=9.9 MeV/c2 (FWHM) for p(K�,K+)Ξ�#
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FIG. 1. Detector configuration for E885. The drift chambers ID1-3 determine the incident K−

trajectory and, combined with the beam line hodoscope MP (not shown here), the K− momentum.
The drift chambers FD0-3 and BD1-2 determine the K+ trajectory through the 1.4 T 48D48 dipole.
Scintillators IT and BT determine the K+ time-of-flight. Hodoscopes FP and BP determine the

spectrometer acceptance. Aerogel Cherenkovs IC, FC, and BC reject pions, while FC0 rejects
protons. Above and below the target are scintillating fiber detectors. On the left and right of
the target are neutron detectors. The fiber detectors and neutron detectors were not used in this

analysis.
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“KISO” event
• deeply bound Ξ-14N system 

• Ξ-+14N→10ΛBe+5ΛHe 

• BΞ=1.11~4.38 MeV ±Γ/2 

• Well beyond the atomic binding of 0.17 MeV

K. Nakazawa et al., KEK E373KISO event (2014)

Overall scanning for old emulsion 
Æ was uniquely identified[1] !!

[1] 仲澤和馬、新学術研究領域「実験と観測で解き明かす中性子星の核物質」第3回研究会

PTEP (2015) 033D02



• Ξ hypernuclei do exist ! 

• Urgency :  

• Measurement of Re(VΞ) 

• ΓΞN-ΛΛ ?



Entrance to the S=-2 World
n Doorway Reaction: 

K-+p→K++Ξ-  
   at 1.8 GeV/c



The (K-, K+) reaction to produce S=-2 nuclei 

𝐴𝐴𝑍𝑍 Ξ
𝐴𝐴𝑍𝑍 − 2

ΛΛ
𝐴𝐴𝑍𝑍 − 2

𝐴𝐴𝑍𝑍

Ξ- hypernucleus

Double Λ
hypernucleus



Spectroscopic Study of Ξ-Hypernucleus, 
12ΞBe, via the 12C(K-,K+) Reaction

Discovery of Ξ-hypernuclei as a peak(s) 

Measurement of Ξ-nucleus potential depth and width of 
12ΞBe

J-PARC E05 
T. Nagae et al.

S=-1                S=-2 (Multi-Strangeness System)



Purpose of E05

ΞN Interaction: almost no information 

Attractive (or Repulsive) ?   → Potential depth 

ΞN→ΛΛ conversion ?   →Conversion width 

Isospin dependence ?



S-2S
(K-,K+) Spectroscopy ＠J-PARC 

K-+p→K++Ξ-　＠~1.8 GeV/c 
S-2S: (2010-2015) 

Acceptance~60 msr 
∆p/p<5x10-4(FWHM) 
∆E=1.5 MeV

Acceptance 
∆Ω (msr)

Energy Resolution 
∆E (MeV)

BNL 19 14

SKS+ 25 3

S-2S 60 1.5 1m�

TOF�

���

�	��� ��

Q1: vertical focus�

Q2: horizontal focus 

D1: 70 deg. bend 

Tracking 
Detector 1,2�

Tracking 
Detector 3,4�

Aerogel Cherenkov�

Water Cherenkov�

S-2S Spectrometer



Expected 12
ΞBe Spectrum

VΞ= -20MeV

VΞ= -14MeV
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ΔEmeas. = 3 MeVFWHM



UΞ in Recent Nijmegen 
Models

EPJ Web of Conferences

indications from hypernuclear data. The contributions to
UΛ from S -state spin-spin components can be seen quali-
tatively in values of Uσσ = (UΛ(3S 1)−3UΛ(1S 0))/12. Var-
ious analyses suggest that the reasonable value of Uσσ(ρ0)
is between those of NSC97e and NSC97f, which are 1.05
and 1.70 MeV, respectively [2]. The obtained values for
ESC08a and ESC08b are 1.32 and 1.44 MeV, respec-
tively: It turns out that the S -state spin-spin components
of ESC08a/b are of nice strengths.

7DEOH �� UΣ(ρ0) and partial wave contributions.

T 1S 0 3S 1 1P1 3P D UΣ
08a 1/2 11.3 −23.9 2.3 −6.0 −0.7

3/2 −11.7 44.8 −7.2 4.9 −0.2 +13.4
08b 1/2 10.3 −26.2 2.5 −7.4 −0.8

3/2 −10.6 52.7 −6.2 6.3 −0.1 +20.3
04a 1/2 11.6 −26.9 2.4 −5.7 −0.8

3/2 −11.3 2.6 −6.8 −1.5 −0.2 −36.5
97f 1/2 14.9 −8.3 2.1 −1.6 −0.5

3/2 −12.4 −4.1 −4.1 1.1 −0.1 −12.9

In Table 2 we show the potential energies UΣ(ρ0) and
the partial wave contributions. It should be noted here that
the strongly repulsive values of UΣ can be obtained for
ESC08a/b. Contrastively, the UΣ values for all NSC and
ESC models are attractive [1] [2]. In the case of the quark-
cluster models, the repulsive nature of UΣ is due to the
existence of almost Pauli-forbidden states in T = 1/2 1S 0
and T = 3/2 3S 1 states, where the latter contribution with
the large statistical weight is distinctly important for the
repulsive value of UΣ . On the other hand, in the conven-
tional Nijmegen soft-core models (NSC, ESC), the repul-
sive cores are given by pomeron and ω meson exchanges
etc., which are of similar strengths in all channels. In the
case of ESC08 modeling, the above excellent feature of
the quark-cluster model is taken into account phenomeno-
logically by strengthening the pomeron coupling in these
states. Then, it should be noted that the contributions in the
T = 3/2 3S 1 states for ESC08a/b are remarkably repul-
sive contrastively those for ESC04a and NSC97f, as found
in Table 2. Experimentally, the repulsive Σ-nucleus poten-
tials are suggested in the observed (π−,K−)spectra [4]. It
is quite interesting that the repulsive values of UΣ can be
realized under the specific modeling for the core part of the
YN interaction.

In Table 3 we show the potential energies UΞ(ρ0) and
the partial wave contributions for ESC08a/b and ESC04d,
where the UΞ values are found to be substantially attrac-
tive in the cases of ESC08a/b and ESC04d. However, the
partial-wave contributions to UΞ are distinctly different
from each other: In the case of ESC08a/b (ESC04d), the at-
tractive contributions to UΞ are dominated by those in the
T = 1 (T = 0) 3S 1 state. As discussed in Ref.[1], the strong
T = 0 3S 1-state attraction in ESC04d is because the con-
tributions of vector and axial-vector meson exchanges are
strongly cancelled in this channel. The strong T = 1 3S 1-
state attractions in ESC08a/b are caused by the strong ΞN-

7DEOH ��UΞ(ρ0) and partial wave contributions. Conversion width
ΓΞ .

T 1S 0 3S 1 1P1 3P UΞ ΓΞ
08a 0 6.0 −1.0 −0.3 −2.1

1 8.5 −28.0 0.6 −3.8 −20.2 5.8
08a’ 0 5.6 −1.1 −0.3 −2.2

1 8.4 −21.5 0.6 −3.9 −14.5 7.0
08b 0 2.4 1.9 −0.6 −2.0

1 9.1 −37.8 0.6 −5.4 −31.8 1.2
04d 0 6.4 −19.6 1.1 −2.2

1 6.4 −5.0 −1.0 −4.8 −18.7 11.3

ΛΣ-ΣΣ coupling interactions, where these strengths come
from the pair terms dominantly. The ΞN-ΛΣ-ΣΣ triplet in
the T = 1 state belongs to the baryon-baryondecuplet-state
{10∗} together with the T = 0 np and T = 1/2 ΛN-ΣN pair.
It is interesting that the ΞN-ΛΣ-ΣΣ coupling tensor inter-
actions in ESC08a/b work similarly with the np and ΛN-
ΣN tensor interactions. If these coupling interactions are
switched off, the T = 1 3S 1-state contributions become re-
pulsive. The calculated values of conversion widths ΓΞ(ρ0)
are also given in Table 3, the contributions of which come
dominantly from the ΛΛ-ΞN-ΣΣ coupling interactions in
T = 0 1S 0 states. Here, it is found that the values of ΓΞ for
ESC08a/b are substantially smaller than that for ESC04d.

3 Some Ξ-bound systems

Though there is almost no experimental information for
ΞN interactions, the BNL-E885 experiment [5] indicates
that a Ξ single particle potential in 11B core is given by
the attractive Wood-Saxon potential with the depth ∼ −14
MeV (called WS14). It is found that the values of UΞ(ρ0)
for ESC08a/b in Table 3 are rather more attractive than
this WS depth, though the latter should not be compared
strictly with the former quantities. Here, we modify ESC08a
so as to be comparable to WS14 by weakening artificially
the ΞN-ΛΣ-ΣΣ coupling interaction in the T = 1 3S 1 state.
This version is denoted as ESC04a’ in Table 3. The UΞ
value −14.5 MeV for ESC08a’ is noted to be very simi-
lar to the depth of WS14. In the present calculations, the
results for ESC08a’ are compared with those for ESC04d.
Then, also ESC04d is modified so as to be consistent with
WS14 according to the way given in Ref. [6].

For applications to finite Ξ systems, the obtained com-
plex ΞN G-matrix interactions are represented as kF-
dependent local potentials

G(±)TS (r, kF) =
3∑

i=1
(ai + bikF + cik2F) exp (−r2/β2i ) , (1)

where kF is a Fermi momentum of nuclear matter. The suf-
fices (+) and (−) specify even and odd, respectively. The
interaction parameters (ai, bi, ci and βi) of the G-matrix in-
teraction for ESC08a’ are tabulated in Table 4. When this
G-matrix interaction is applied to finite Ξ systems, the kF

07007-p.2





�12C (K�,K�)Ξ12Be 

T. Motoba and S. Sugimoto, Nucl. Phys. A 835, 223 (2010)  



E05 with S-2S
★ Grant-In-Aid for 

Specially promoted 
research: 2011 ‒ 
2015,   Total ~$3M 

★ 60 msr, ∆p/p=0.05% 
→ ∆M=1.5 MeV 

★ Construction of 
S-2S(QQD): ~3 years 

★Installation in 2016 

★Data taking in 2017 
with > 100 kW !!

2.9x1010 K-/day 
∆M< 2 MeV



S-2S Construction

1.2 ~ 1.4 GeV/c 
~9m

∆p/p=5x10-4 

60msr 37 t, 8.7 T/m
12 t, 5.0 T/m86 t, 1.5T

Q2
D1:

Q1



E05 Pilot Run
• K1.8 beam line with SKS (E13 setup’) 

• Two AC’s(p,π+) at the entrance of SKS 

• CH2(K-,K+) 9.3g/cm2 →　∆M=5 MeVFWHM 

• Two weeks of beam time 

• Detector tuning                    1 day 

• p(K-,K+)Ξ-@1.5-1.9 GeV/c     2 days 

• 12C(K-,K+)                             >10 days

SDC3SDC3
SDC4SDC4

SDC2SDC2
SDC1SDC1

SKS

TOFTOF

AC1AC1
AC2AC2



Comparison of 
Spectrometers

∆Ω 
(msr)

∆E 
(MeV)

BNL 19 14

SKS’ 110 5

S-2S 60 1.5



Ξ production from CH2

ΔE~6 MeV fwhm







Summary
• S-2S construction is almost completed. 

• waiting for installation in JFY2017.  

• Pilot run of E05 was successfully carried 
out with SKS. 

• Elementary cross section + 12C(K-,K+)


